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MEDITATION ON THE NEW YEAR. 


—_— 


Anp now, O my soul, another 


of the years which it is thy lot to | 


possess in the present life, has van- 
ished forever! It is lest in the 
abyss of times that were. Thou 
hast safely passed the afflictions 
and dangers which it presented. 
The souls of thousands have been 
called away from their ‘ clay-tene- 
ment,’ to render their account to 
the Judge of all. Of thine, thou 
remainest still aninhabitant. But| 
how long the great Arbiter shall 





permit thy continuance, is to thee 


pow O my soul, received the 
atonement of the Son of God? 
Has his Holy Spirit regenerated, 
enlightened, subdued, and sanctifi- 
ed thy various powers? Are thy 
affections drawn away from the 
vanities of this present world, and 
have they become conversant with 
Spiritual and eternal realities ? 
For what purposes art thou yet 
desirous of continuing in thy pre- 
sent habitation? Is it that Go& 
may be glorified in thee? Dost 
thou possess the precious evidence 
that thou art the Lord’s, which 





arises from a conscious self-de- 


wholly unknown. Before the year |] votedness to his glory? And if so, 
on which thou art now entering, || what evidences hast thou given 


shall have fulfilled its round, thy 
tabernacle may fall, and thyself be- 
come an inhabitant of the world of 
Spirits. 

Art thou prepared‘ for thy so- 





iefhn, thy inevitableremove? Hast fl addition hast thou made to th 


during the departed year, of the 
correspondence of thy desires ané 
exertions with thy professions ? 
Look back, my soul, on months 
that are no longer thine. What 
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portion of heavenly information ? 
Has the year, of which thou hast 
now taken an eternal leave, been 
marked With more resignation to 
the will of the Lord ; more anxiety 
for the conversion of sinners ; more 
delight in the sanctuary; more de- 
votion in the closet, than former 
years? While Christians, of al- 
most every name, have been én- 


gaged in praying for the conver-, 


sion of the perishing heathen, and 
devising means for diffusing the 
oracles of truth, sending forth 
missionaries, and facilitating the 
studies of pious youth! has the 
Lord heard thy prayers? Has he 
seen thee seriously occupied in 
sacred devices—weeping when the 
ways of Zion have mourned—or 
favouring herdust, and taking plea- 
sure inher stones? Has the earth 
around thee been refreshed with 
thy shadow and thy fruit, or ‘cum- 
bepe@’with that which hath profit- 
ed thing ? Ah! my im- 
mortal friend! I see thy dejec- 
tion! Thou art ashamed of the 
coldness of thy devotions—asham- 
od of thy indolence—ashamed that 
induigence has occupied the place 
of sacrifice—ashamed that thou 
hast forgotten or hast relinquish- 
ed thy shield on the soil of con- 
flict. 

All things have been full of la- 
bour, thyselfexcepted. Go, weep 
over thy follies—ask the forgive- 
ness of thy sins—and resolve, in the 
strength of Heaven resolve, that 
the year thou art now commenc- 
ing shall be “Holiness to the 
Lord.” 














Meditate much on the things 
that are spoken of the city of God. 
Meditate not terrour, for the Lord 
is in the midst of her. He shall 
help her, and that right early. See 

| how the fields are whitening for 
harvest. Leave not the labourers 
of the cross to serve alone. What- 
ever be the measure of thy influ- 
ence, throw it into those glorious 
institutions that are aiming at the 
universalempire of Christ. What 
miracles of grace thy Saviour pur- 
poses accomplishing during the 
year, O my soul, thou knowest 
not. Be it thine to assist his ser- 
vants who are filling the water- 
pots up to the brim, and waiting 
until ‘ he manifest forth his glory.’ 
Offer thyself, in his path, as clay 
with which he shall anoint the eyes 
of the blind. Bring thy barley- 
loaves and thy small fishes; who 
can tell but that he will multiply 
them into a banquet for thou- 
sands ? 











Meditate much on the efficacy 
of the cblation of Jesus, and on the 
faithfulness of God in the fulfil- 
ing of his promises. Think what 








his arm has already effected, and 
under what obligations thou art 
laid by his dying—his ever en- 
during love. Employ all thy pow- 
ers for his glory, and then, whether 
the present or a future year shal{ 
bring the hour of separation, thou 
shalt pass to “ the general assem- 
bly and church of the First-born, 
which are written in heaven, and 
to God the judge of all, and te 
the spirits of just men made per- 


+ > 
fect. 
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SKETCH OF AN ADDRESS, 
Delivered by the Rev. Dr. Ryland, of 
Bristol, at the Baptist Missionary Pray- 
er Meeting, held in Mr. Ivimey’s 
Meeting house, Eagle-street, London, 
June 22, 1822. 


DEAR BRETHREN, 


Ir is not my custom to use a 
passage of scripture merely as a 
motto to a discourse, nor know- 
ingly to apply it to a different 


have been originally designed. 
But having been urged, this morn- 
ing, to address you for a few mi- 


purpose than what I conceive to | 





use one short phrase recorded in 
the New Testament, in a sense 
directly opposite to the end for 
which it was first employed. Nor 
will you censure me, for thus 
wresting it from the meaning im- 
posed upon it, by the adversaries 
of the truth as it is in Jesus, when 
you refiect that they did not speak 
by the inspiration of God, but by 
the instigation of that evil being, 
who is sometimes transformed 
into an angel of light, and who 
affected to be so on this occasion, 
when you are told in Acts xxi. 28, 
that certain Jews from Asia en- 
deavoured to stir up the mob at 
Jerusalem, to murder the apostle 
of the Gentiles, by exclaiming, 
Men of Israel, Help! Yo do jus- 
tice, however, to the text, let us 
consider, 

I. The meaning of those who 
first uttered this exclamation. 

They addressed themselves to 
the men of Israel, who inhabited 
Jerusalem. But we must remem- 


nutes, I shall take the liberty | 











ber, that they were not all Israel, | 


who were of Israel by natural de- 
scent; for he is not a Jew, whois 
one outwardly; neither is that 
circumcision, which is outward in 
the flesh: but he is a Jew, who is 
one inwardly; and circumcision 
is that of the heart, in the spirit, 
not in the letter; whose praise is 
not of men, but of God. Neither 
they that used this appellation, 
nor those to whom it was given, 
were worthy, in the best and 
highest sense, to be called Men of 
Israel. 

They called for Ae/p, but it was 
in a bad cause, and for a bad end; 
to beat and murder an innocent, 
a worthy, and an excellent man. 

One charge they brought against 
him was false. They had before 
seen Trophimus, an Ephesian, 
with Paul in the city, whom they 
supposed that he had brought 
into the temple, ver. 29; but the 
supposition was not true. 

And what was true, though it 
excited their fury, was yet to the 
apostle’s honour, namely, that he 
taught the Gentiles as well as the 
Jews, that Jesus was the Christ, 
who had honoured the divine law 
by his obedience unto death; and 
through whom, all who believed 
in his name were justified from 
all things, from which they could 
not be justified by the law of 
Moses. 

Paul himself had been once 
blinded with prejudice, and ex- 
ceedingly mad with party zeal, 
thinking that he did God service, 
by persecuting the followers of 
Jesus, and compelling them to 
blaspheme. And the wonderful 
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change that had taken place, in 
consequence of which he now 
preached the faith which he once 
laboured to destroy, ought surely 
to have excited their attention, 
and induced them to examine into 
the cause of so surprising a revo- 
lution. His own statement of the 
miraculous appearance of the glo- 
rified Saviour, was partly confirm- 
ed by his companions, who saw 
the light that surrounded them, 
and heard the sound of the voice, 
though they understood not the 
words distinctly ; while his renun- 
ciation of all his worldly advan- 
tages, and his exposure to hard- 
ships, persecution, and death, 
abundantly evinced his sincerity. 
Well might they have been led to 
suspect, that they themselves had 
deen altogether mistaken in their 
estimation of the character of 
Jesus of Nazareth. 





Paul’s preaching to the Gen- 
tiles, and his success in turning | 
so many from the worship of idols | 
to serve the living and true God, | 
corresponded with the express | 
declaration first made to Abra- 
ham, that in his “ seed all the fa- | 
milies of the earth should be bless- 
ed ;’? which promise was repeat. | 
ed to Isaac his son, and to Jacob 
his grandson; and was confirmed | 
by numberkess testimonies of the 
prophets concerning the Messiah, 
that he should have “ the heathen 
for his inheritance, and all the 
ends of the earth for his posses- 
sion: that all kings should fall 
down before him, and all nations 








should serve him; that men should 
he blessed in him, and all nations jj 


=. 


should call him blessed; to him 
should men come, and all that 
are incensed against him should 
be ashamed.” “ 1 will give thee,” 
said Jenovan, “for a light to the 
Gentiles, that thou mayest be my 
salvation to the end of the earth.” 
“For from the rising of the sun 
even unto the going down of the 
same, my name shall be great 
among the Gentiles.” 

Surely, nothing can bea stronger 
proof of the judicial blindness of 
the unbelieving Jews, under which 
they have laboured from that day 
to this, than their totally over- 
looking these most express decla~ 
rations of their own. prophets. 
This only could occasion their 
forbidding the apostles to speak. 
to the Gentiles, that they might 
be saved. And now the modern 
Jews do not pretend to. expect 
any singular advantages to result 
to the Gentiles, when their ex-. 
pected Messiah shall appear. Nor 
can any future Messiah produce 
one essential evidence of his sus- 
taining that character, by abolish- 
ing the idols of Europe and of 
Western Asia, for that has been 
done already by Him whom the 
Jews rejected as an impostor; so 
that all the countries of which the 
ancient Jews had any knowledge, 
do already confess. the God of 
Abraham, Jsaac,.and Jacob, to be 
the only true God. Surely, if 
Jesus had not been the true Mes- 
siah, God would not have. suffered: 
him to have the honour of effect- 
ing this. great. and -wonderful 
change. 

Nor can we account for the ca-. 
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bamities which have befallen the ; 


Jews for nearly 1800 years, but | 


upon the supposition of their 
committing a far greater sin, in 


the rejection of Christ, than all | 


the idolatries of their fathers, 
‘which were visited only with a 
captivity of seventy years. 

Ah! if they had known the 
things which belonged to their 
peace, they would have called on 
the men of Israel to co-operate 
with Paul, instead of helping to 
destroy him. 

Now then let us consider, 

If. The propriety of our adopt- 
ing their language for an opposite 
purpose. 

If you are of the true circum- 
cision, who worship Ged in the 
apirit, rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 
have no confidence in the flesh, 
we call upon you, as in the most 
exalted and spiritual sense, Men 
of Israel, to help. O ye that are 
partakers of like precious faith 
with faithful Abraham, ye that 
like Jacob have power with God, 
and are rightly surnamed with 
the name of Israel, help! Help 
forward the conversion of the 


Gentiles, which is the great object | 


for which we are met, this morn- 
ing, to pray end wrestle with Al- 
mighty God. Help, in the cause 
of God and his Christ! 

“ But can God need our help ?” 
No, he does not zeed it, in one 
sense ; but he condescends to use 
it, he is pleased to require it, he 
will graciously accept your ser- 
vices, if you offer them sincerely. 


millions of angels would be thank- | 
Vor, IV — Ve Srrime: 
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fully employed by him in this ser- 
vice; but he chooses to employ 
weaker instruments, even saved 
sinners, to spread the glad tidings 
of salvation among their fellow- 
sinners, and bring all nations to 
the obedience of faith. If you 
will not help in this world, he will 
remove you to some other world; 
(your refusal may make it doubt- 
ful whether it will be to a better;) 
and will raise up a superior race 
of Christians, who shall have the 
honour of enlarging the frontiers 
of his kingdom, and spreading: 
his empire to the ends of the 
earth, | 
Immanuel must reign; he must 
increase: Abaddon must be de- 
throned. Which side will you 
take? If we had now, the best 
king that ever lived, seated on the 
British throne, and if the land 
were invaded by the worst pre- 
tender that ever breathed, wha 
had landed with a vast army on 
our shores; and if there were a 
prophet in thé land, whom all men 
believed to be inspired ; and if he 


| had affirmed that this pretender 


should never possess the throne 
of Great Britaift ; would not this 
prediction animate every loyal 
bosom with courage, and cause 
the weak to say, I am strong’! 
How much more if it were fore 
told also, that no loyal subject 
should perish in the war! But if 
you heard one say, “I will not go 
to oppose the pretender, for I be 


| lieve the prophecy that he neve: 


| will be king; therefore I do not 
—He could do all himself; or. 


mind his ravaging the country, 
for I am satisfied he will be driver, 
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out in the end; would 
not suspect such a manto be a 
traitor, a secret friend to the pre- 
tender? or at least would you not 
account him a dastardly poltreon ? 

“ But we can do nothing to sig- 
nify in this affair.’ You can obey 
God, if yow are not more inclined 
to disobey him. If you have any 
love to Christ, any pity for pe- 
rishing immortals, you can show 
both in a variety of ways. If 
Moses, when he was bid to stretch 
out his rod over the sea, had said, 
“ My stick cannot divide the wa- 
ters; God must doit, and he can 
do it as well without my stretch- 
ing aut my wand as with it;” 
would not his disobedience have 
been highly criminal? Or, if the 
{sraelives, when they entered Ca- 
naan, had said, “ God does not 
need our aid to drive out these 
wicked nations; he that caused 
the walls of Jericho to fall down, 
can give us as casy possession of | 
all the other cities; he that cast | 
down great stones from heaven | 
on them that fled from the going | 
down to Bethhoron unto Azckah, | 
so that there were mere that died | 
with hailstones than those that 
we slew with the sword, does not | 
need our exertions; therefore we 
will be content to dwell with the 
remnant of the Canaanites, till 
(;od sees fit to destroy them ;” 


you 


' 
| 
' 








would they not have been very) 


guilty in his sight? 


i 


but we must work while it is day, 
and not perform the work of the 
Lord deceitfully ; we must thank- 
fully do what we can, to show the 








“God will fulfil his own pur- 
poses in his own time.” True. 
But itis net for us to know the 
time and the seasons which God 
has, reseryed in his own power; 


Cc 
2 





sincerity and ardour of our attach- 
iment to his cause, and look to him 
‘for success. 
Men never excuse their negli- 
gence by abusing the doctrine of 
the divine decrees, when their 
hearts are set on the object to be 
obtained. } am net ashamed to 
avow myself a thorough predesti- 
narian; I have no objection to the 
doctrine of the Assembly of Di- 
vines at Westminster; ‘“ God’s 
decrees are his eternal purpose, 
whereby he has, for his own glo- 
ry, foreordained whatsoever comes 
to pass.””. God’s decrees are his 
own rule: his commands are our 
rule. The secret things belong 
to the Lord our God, but those 
things which are revealed belong 
to us and our chiidren for ever, 
that we may de all the words of 
his law. ‘he decrees of God 
either set aside the use of means 
in all cases, or they set it aside 
in mo case. They render warn- 
ings, expostulations, reproofs, per- 
-suasions, and invitations absurd 
in a/j cases, or they have such an 
effect in mo case. No predestina- 
rian, who loves money, will ex- 
cuse a negligent or fraudulent sev- 
vant; nor say, in apology for his 
damaging his goods, or affronting 
his best customers, “ Well, after 
all, I shall be as rich as God has 
decreed I should be; neither his 
negligence nor his diligence can 
‘alter the purpose of him who 
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alone can put it into the power af 
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my hand to attain wealth.” If 
you had a number of children af- 
flicted at once with a danger- 
ous fever, you would never say, 
“Since there is an appointed 
time for man upon earth, I know 
that as many will recever from 
this disorder, as God has decreed 
shall live: I therefore cannot 
blame the medical man I have 
employed, for calling so seldom ; 
nor even for his giving one of 
them a poisonous draught, instead 
of the right medicine.” If you 
beheld a large ship, with 600 men 
on board, in imminent danger, or 
already actually wrecked ; and if 
some sailors on shore, after rescu- 
ing sixty frem a watery grave, 
should seem inclined to save them- 
selves the risk and fatigue of at- 
tempting to preserve any more, 
you would not say, “ Well, these 


-are possibly as many as God has 


determined to save out of such a 
number : and, therefore, if the rest 
are to be lost, we must submit to 
the will of God.” Especially, if 
there were relatives of your own 
whe were left behind, yeu would 
urge the most skilful of the sailors 
(o exert themselves to the utmost 
to save some more. Certainly 
Paul acted very consistently in 
preventing the shipmen'from de- 
serting the ship, though he firmly 
believed God, that it should be 


even as he had told him, Acts) 


<XVli. 23——@25 and 30. 


of the Lord, to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty.” God 
erant we may all escape that 
curse ! 

Men of Isracl, help! Help by 
your prayers. The effectual, fer- 
} vent, inwrought prayer of a righ- 
teous man availeth much. Paul 
asked for this kind of help. Our 
missionaries ask for it. And who 
can refuse, that belongs to the 
true Israel of God? And if your 
prayers are sincere, surely you 
habe prove it, by readily contri- 





buting your pecuniary aid. You 
| will not dare to say, * My body ts 
| the Lord’s, and so is my soul, he 
|bought. them with his precious 
blood ; but my money is my own, 
or I must reserve it all for my fa- 
mily.” 

Even if you knew that the time 
for the gencral calling of the Ger- 
tiles was not near at kand, you 
(ought to act as Bavid did re- 
specting the building of the tem- 
ple; he wonld not do nothing, 
because his son Solomon was to 
accomplish the chief work. He 
determined to make all the pre- 
paration he could for so grand an 
undertaking. Besides, we are 
sure that the time is come for 
something to be done; for manv 
individuals have already been re- 
claimed from idolatry, and from 
Mahometan imposture. 

Oh! reflect how God remem- 
bered you in vour low estate, *be- 











God does not need the heip of 
man. Yet the angel ef the Lord. 


cause his merev endureth forever. 
He laid help upen one that is 





said, “ Curse ye Morez, curse ye | mighty; he sent his incarnate 


wm. 7 . 1} . 
witterly the inhabitants thereof; | Son to seek and save the lost, and 


‘to give himself a ransom fo: 


because they came not tq the help | 
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many. He commanded repent- 
ance and remission of sins to be 
preached among all nations; and 
this nation was visited with these 
glad tidings, long before many 
other parts of the globe. Re- 
member how the gospel was first 
introduced into Europe, when 
Paul had a vision at Troas; there 
stood a man of Macedonia, and 
prayed him, saying, Come over 
into Macedonia, and help us. Eu- 
rope then implored help from 
Asia; now Asia calls for help 
from Europe. Men of Israel, 
help ! If there be any consolation 
in Christ, if any comfort of love, 
if any fellowship of the Spirit, if 
any bowels and mercies, let the 
love of Christ constrain you to 
spread the knowledge of his name ; 
let compassion for immortal souls 
induce you to help them that are 
perishing for lack of knowledge. 
O, my brethren, I have often 
thought, if God had first sent his 
gospel farther eastward, instead 
of causing it to be published in 
these islands, which were in Paul’s 
time accounted the utmost bounds 
of the West, what flourishing 
churches might there now have 
been in China, or in the isles of 
Japan, while we had remained in 
pagan darkness, like our ancestors 
the Britons, Danes, and Saxons. 
Now if that had been the case, 
and if the Japanese Christians had 
sent two missionarics thirty years 
ago to Britain, and afterwards 
increased their number gradually, 
till now they had three or four 
missionaries and a printing press 
at St. Alban’s, and five cr six mere 


i 











lately in London, two at Bristol, 
one at York, one at Norwich, one 
at Edinburgh, and one at Dublin ; 
would you expect these Japanese 
Christians to say, “These are 
enough for all the British isles, 
we cannot afford to send any 
more missionaries to that coun- 
try; we have had the scriptures 
translated, and have printed five 
editions in English, two in Welsh, 
one in Irish, one in Manks, and 
one in Gaelic, but we cannot af- 
ford to print any more Bibles for 
them; we have set up schools 
sufficient to educate ten thousand 
children, but we cannot afford to 
educate any more ?”? What would 
be your reply, if you had newly 
received the gospel, by means of 
missionaries from Japan? Would 
you not be ready to exclaim, 
“ Oh; ye cold-hearted, hard-heart- 
ed Japanese, will ye lend us no 
more help than this? You have 
scarcely sent us one missionary 
for a million of the inhabitants of 
these islands. We are indebted 
to you for what you have done, 
but can you indeed do no ‘more ? 
Have you no more pity for the 
souls of our pagan neighbours, 
no more zeal for your Lord’s glo- 
ry, no more gratitude for his fa- 
vouring you so early with his gos- 
pel?” 

O, my brethren, let us stir up 
cach other to exertion. Let us 
continue instant in prayer. Let 
us rouse all true Israelites to help 
with us. Let us never rest, till 
the predictions of scripture re- 
ceive their full accomplishment, 
and till the whole earth shall be 
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Amen and Amen. 


THE CHURCH A GARKDEN.™ 


Ir is a great blessing, especially 
to the young, to possess a taste 


' 


Yor simple and innocent pleasures, |! 


such as the reading of some use- 
ful volume, of a walk amidst the 
works of God; because they save 
from many sfiares, are of easy 
purchase, and are at all times ac- 
cessible. For my own part, I feel 
every day, that I have much rea- 
son to be thankful, since a fine 
field, a beautiful landscape, a flow- 
ér, or an insect, the rising, or the 
setting sun, awaken in my bosom 
the most interesting emotions and 
reflections. He can be at no loss 
for happiness, who can realize 
God’s presence amidst his won- 
drous works, and who holds con- 
verse with him through the adora- 
ble Mediator. The meditation of 
such an individual must necessa- 
rily often be sweet and profitable ; 
he commonly finds 


** Tongues in the trees, books in the running brocks, 
Sermons in stones,~and good in every thing.” 


As I was lately waiting fora 
friend, I took a walk in his gar- 
den. Solitary, and musing, I re- 
collected, that the most astonish- 
ing transactions that ever occur- 


was in a garden, blooming in 
boundless and unrivalled beauty, 
that the beneficent Former of all 
things first placed his favourite 





* The reader is earnestly requested to take his 
Bille, and tg turn to the passages of seripture re- 
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filled with our Redeemer’s gicry. |, creature, man, 
| dared lift up his presumptuous’ 
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Here, too, man 


impious hand in rebellion 
against his gracious Benefactor 
and Sovereign. Ina garden, the 
second Adam sustained the weigh- 
ty wrath of Ged, due, justly due 
to his people, on account of their 
transgressions, In Gethsemane 
he was “in an.agony, and sweat 
great drops of blood falling from 
him to the ground ;” 


“ O garden of Olivet, dear honour’d spot, 

The fame of thy wonders shall ne’er be forgot , 
The theme most transporting to seraphs above y- 
The triumph of sorrow, the triumph of love!"* ~ 


In a garden, .the body of the Sa- 
viour was laid in the new tomb of 
Joseph of Arimathea; there, on 
the morning of the third day, more 
than a conqueror over the powers 
of darkness he arose, according to 
his own predictions, frequently re- 
peated to his friends, and even te 
his enemies. 

The church, in the scriptures, 
is represented asa garden. The 
metaphor is striking, interesting, 
and instructive. This lovely spot, 
I exclaimed, as I wandered from 
walk to walk, was once darren and 
unpfirofitabdle ground. These beau- 
tiful plants and flowers prew once 
in the common open field; they 
are now, indeed, in many points of 
view, altogether unlike what they 
once were. So it is in the sacred 
enclosure which the Great Hus- 
bandman has made. Every plant 
that is to be found there was once 
wild and worthless. His omnipo- 
tent arm has changed their nature, 
and made them lovely and useful. 
To his incomparable name be all 








} the glory. 
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Admirable, said I, as the gar- 
den is in which I am now walking, 
if it were not to be constantly culti- 
wated, it would soon be overrun 
with all that is noxious and un- 
pleasant. ‘Thus in the garden, to 
which I was more especially di- 
recting my attention, the soil is 
naturally very bad, Gen. vi. 5, 11, 
12. Rom. i. 21—32.—it is indeed 
full ef seed, but all of a malignant 
quality, Mark vii. 20—23.—it is 
truly so “desperately” vile, Jer. 
xvii. 1—9.—that there was not 
even a single good seed, till it was 
put in by the Great Husbandman, 
Eph. ii. 1\—6. When the ground 
was originally broken up, and pre- 
pared for the precious grain, he 
watched over the gracious opera- 
tions, and beheld the work well 
pleased, Ps. li. 17. Isa. Ivii. 15. 
Luke xv. 1--32.—It needs, and it 
enjoys his perpetual superintend- 
ence, and kind cultivation. His 
ewn gracious language in refer- 
euce to his garden is, “I, the 
Juord, do keep it, lest any hurt it ; 
1 will keep it night and day,” Isa. 
KXVIL 2, 3.—Yet notwithstanding 
bis care, many pernicious weeds 
bave been found in it, and some 
plants, which, though on 
whoie they looked well, and were 


the 


by many highly esteemed, were 
uever planted by the Great Hus- 
bandman, Matt, xxvi. 24.—These 
willall, ere long, be rooted up, and 
cast away, Matt. xiii. 47-50. 

I knew that the garden I was 
then viewing must be frequently 
watered, or it would soon lose its 


beauty andits value. Even Eden, 


streams which ran through its 
hallowed domain, would have been 
a parched desert. In like manner, 
| the garden of the Great Husband- 
| man must be .refreshed with the 
| precious dews and rains of heaven. 
|He indeed says, that this shall 
‘ever be the case. “I will water 
it,’ says he, “every moment,’ 
Isa. xxvii. 2, 3.— 1 will cause the 
shower to come down in its sea- 
son: there shall be showers of 
blessing,” Ezek. xxxiv. 26. 
Deprived of the beams of the sur, 


the most beautiful spot would be 
a scene of deformity and desola- 
tion. Thus the garden of the 
Great Husbandman would lose 
its life, lustre, warmth, beauty, 
\fragrance, and fertility, without 
‘the bright shining of the Sun of 








| 


| Righteousness. 

| A well-cultivated garden is not 
only lovely, but profitable; iz 
brings forth much fruit. The 
Great Ilusbandman_ reasonably 
expects that the garden which he 








if it had not.been refreshed by the 


| superintends should be fruitful; 


what more could he have 
done for it than he has? Blos- 


for 





;soms and leaves only will neither 
} please nor satisfy him: he often 
'| comes into his garden secking for 


fruit, Luke xiii. 6--9. “% Every 
| branch,” (I use his own language, ) 
“that beareth not fruit, he will 
'take it away; and every branch 


| that beareth fruit, he purgeth it, 
jthat it may bring forth more 
i frujt,’ John xv. 2. 


This hallowed garden, as well 
as others, has also its differeni 
seasons, Ithasits blooming spring, 





when ail is delightful and full of 
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promise, Acts ii. 37.—-its prosper- 
ous summer, when its productions 
are vigorous, and advance rapidly 
to maturity, Acts ix. 31.—its fruit- 
fhl autumn, when the golden 
sheaves are joyfully gathered in, 
Acts ii. 41. 47. v. 14.—and its 
desolate and stormy winter, when 
it has been seen enveloped in 
clouds, and devastated by tem- 
pests, Psalm cxxxvii. 1—4. Acts 
viii. 1.——But even dreary winter, | 
in various ways, has been rendered 
useful to the sacred enclosure. 
Again; every garden has an 
owner: and that of which I speak, 
is the property of Immanuel. He 
justly claims it as his own, and 
calls it emphatically “ AZy gar- 
den,” Song of Sol. iv. 16.—And 
it is his. It cost him so large a 
sam, that no arithmetician can 
compute it; no figures or charac- 
ters can ever fully express it; no 
language can declare it; and no 
imagination can conceive any 
thing adequate to its greatness. 
Though infinitely rich, for this 
spot he expended his boundless 
treasures, and became poor. In 
fact, his own precious and inesti- 
mable life was the cost of it, Acts 
“x. 28.—PFor he had power to lay 
down his life, and power to take 
it again. 
O how highly then must he 
walue this garden, since he gave! 
for it sogreat a price! It must! 
have been very precious to him, '! 
or he would never have done or | 
said what he has in reference to! 
it. His own heart’s blood was} 





And will he not defend it, al- 
though there are foes within who 
would lay it waste, and enemies 
without, who, if they could would 
utterly destroy it? Doubtless he 
will; he has indeed engaged to 
protect it, and his arm is almigh- 
ty. No weapon formed against 
it shall prosper. He knows every 
plant in it, and not one shall be 
fatally injured, plucked up, or 
destroyed by the utmost malice 
of his foes, John x.28. Rom. viii. 
35-39. 

He has ever delighted to walk 
in his garden. He was often sech 
in it in ages that are past. One 
who beheld him there, and who 
conversed with him, has left it on 
record, that “his countenance 
was as the sun shineth in his 
strength,’ Rev. i. 16.—Many can 
now also testify, that they have 
seen his glory there, and have 
heard the most gracious words 
proceeding from his lips. Mut- 
titudes also, in every future age, 
(for he is “the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever,’’) will in this 
hallowed scene behold his glory, 
Matt. xxvill. 20.—-Nor could the 
plants flourish if this were not the 
case. He must.at first breathe 
into them the breath of life, anel 
he alone, by his Spirit, can clothe 
them with verdure, with fruit, 
and with loveliness, 

It is his intention greatly to 
enlarge his beautiful domain: in- 
deed his omnipotent love and 
goodness will transform the vast 
desert into Eden. He has said 





. ! 
not so dear to him, as the plints | 


“from on high, and the wild@raness, 
. / 


of this inestimable garden. 





that he will “ pour out his Spirit 
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and the solitary place shall he 
glad, and the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom as the rose. It shall 
blossom abundantly, and rejoice 
even with joy and singing; the 
glory of Lebanon shail be given 
to it, the excellency of Carmel 
and Sharon. Instead of the thorn 
shall come up the fir-tree, and in- 
stead of the brier shall come up 
the myrtle-tree; the mountains 
and the hills shall break forth into 
singing, and all the trees of the 
field shall clap their hands,” Isai. 
xxxii. 15. xxxv. 1, 2. Iv. 12, 13. 

O reader! art thou in the gar- 
den of Immanuel? If so, you are 
different to what you once were. 
Forget not, that it is the Great 
Husbandman who has made you 
what you are. Had it not been 
for his free and unmerited kind- 
ness, you would still have been 


in the ground which bears ne- 
thing but “thorns and _ briers, 
which is rejected of Ged, and is 
nigh unto cursing, whose end fs 
to be burned,” Heb. vi. 8. 


He has another, a nobler gar- 


den, in a land where the skies are 
always clear, into which no foe 
can ever enter. Eternal spring 
covers that happy region with 
perpetual verdure. Very many 
lovely plants have been removed 
thither already from the gardey 
below. And it is his gracious 
and glorious intention, in his 
own good time, to transplant all 
the trees of righteousness to that 
fairer clime, to bloom for ever 
beneath the notice of his eye, and 


to deck a paradise of unmingled. 


beauty and delight, which can 
never be forfeited. 








Exclish Bap. Mas: 








- 


MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE. 


—s2 





——— | 





FOREIGN. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Mr. 
Price to the Cor. Sec. dated 
Rangoon, July 12th, 1822. 
MY VERY DEAR BROTHER, 

Aursoven I have very little encourage- 
ment to write, having never received a 
line of intelligence from any of my A- 
merican friends, except one, for thirteen 
months now past, yet I am at present in 
circumstances requiring a detailed ac- 
count to the Board, 


Death of Mrs. Price. 


My dear partner enjoyed her usual 
trealth, until the extreme heat of March 





| and April debilitated her frame, and ex- 
posed her to an attack of the dysentery, 
which came on about the middle of Aprif; 
at first exciting but little alarm. For 
four or five days she kept about the 
house ; but the disease proving obsti- 
nate, she took to her bed on Saturdas* 
_the 20th of April~and after suffering a 
| good deal of pain and distress—breath- 
_ ed her last on Thursday evening, the 24 
_of May, very calm and happy at the 

prospect of her change. She was buri- 
| ed on the following evening, along side 
| of Mr. Judson’s little Roger,—brother 
| Hough officiating at the funeral, and a 
_ large concourse of Europeans and Bure 
| mans attending at the sad ceremony. 
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I am now just on the point of parting 
with my little daughter, who goes to 
Calcutta in the ship which conveys this 
jetter. J feel hardly able to support this 
double separation—but I am sure it is 
all for the best, and hence J can say, not 
my will, but thine, O God, be done. 

Operations for Cataracts. 

On the day Mrs. Price was taken sick 
{ performed the operation for a cataract 
on both the eyes of a Burman woman, | 
who had heen blind two or three years. 
It happily succeeded well, so that she 
could, with the help of spectacles, see 
to read quite distinctly. This excited 
sé much talk, that our house was soon 
thronged with visiters, most of whom 
eame with diseased eyes. From morning 
till night the piazzo was filled, and we 
were at last obliged to bar our doors in 
erder to study or eat in peace. With 
the advice of brother Judson, I have 
hired Moung Hla to assist me, and have 
undertaken to perform for good cata- 
racts, and all easy surgical operations. I 
have also the help of Moung Shwa Ba, 
who, sinee Mrs. Price’s death, has hard- 
ly left my side. With the assistance of 
these two faithful men, I occupy not 
more than two or three hours a day in 
attending to the eases. 

Favourable Prospecis, 

The governor’s wife has sent for me 
twice, and I am strongly inclined to hope 
that the Lord is intending to graht us 
favour in the sight of the rulers of this 
land. The multiplicity of business thus 
heaped on me, has proved a most happy 
antidote to melancholy refiection—tho’ 
it has neeessarily very much wearied my 
mind, and injured my health, Gon’s 
dealings have, however, been all order- 
ed in kindness; and I am obliged, in 
the midst of my tears, to rejoice that 


Gep reigns—for He will do all things 
well, 





Mr. Judson writes, under date of July 
tst, that the translation of the New Tes- 
tament was nearly completed, and that 
ie hoped to finish jt in three or four ! 
VO. IV dew Series 








months. The zayat, after having been 
almost deserted, is again visited by some 
of the most respectable Burmans, who 
appear to be earnestly inquiring, One 
of the conyerts, Moung Nyo-dwa, has 
been excluded for such inattention to 
religion, as appeared to be inconsistent 
with a Christian profession, Moung 
Thahlah died in the faith, A female has 
offered for baptism, and her case was 
under consideration, She is one of the 
Nan-dau-gong women, with whom Mrs. 
Judson spent many days. 

We are pleused to learn that the ladies 
connected with the church and congre~ 
tion under the pastoral care of the Rev, 
Joseph Elliott, in Roxbury, Mass, have 
formed themselves into a Socicty, for 
the education of female children }n Bur- 
mah, <A society has also been formed 
by the young ladies of Bradford Acade- 
my, Massachusetts, for the same pur 
pose, It is hoped these examples will 
be followed by many. 





CHITTAGONG, 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Dr, 


Ward to the Cor. Sec. dated 
July 19, 1822, 


MY DEAR BROTHER, 

You will have heard, before you shall 
have received this, of the death of bro- 
ther Corman. We obtained intelligence 
of the eyent by means of a letter, three 
days ago, from brother Fink, He died 
on the 4th instant (July.) Sister Col- 
man had returned to Chittagong, ill of 
the same jungle fever which carried off 
her husband. The common opinion 
among Europeans at Chittagong is, that 
during the rainy season to stay in the 
swamps inhabited by the Mugs is certain 
death. No one that has tried it has sur- 
vived. If any other brother or brethren 
come out for the work on that side of 
India, with a view to the Arrakanese, I 
think this consideration should be kept 
fullin view, During other parts of the 
year they may live and labour there, 


but several months mint he spep’ 
C 
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Chittagong, or at some other place dis- 


tant from the grounds so completely de- | 


luged with rains. 
—_——<—— - 


ENGLISH BAPTIST MISSIONS. 





Annual Meetings. 

‘ Taz more public services connected 
with the Annual Meeting of the Baptist 
Missionary Society, were preceded this 
vear, by an open meeting of the Com- 
mittee, held at the Missionary Rooms, in 
Wardrobe-place. About fifty friends, 
principally ministers from the country, 
assembled on Tuesday morning, June 18, 
at eleven, when much information re- 
specting the affairs of the Society was 
communicated, and some imaportant sug- 
gestions were thrown out. 

On Wednesday morning, at eleven, a 
very large congregation assembled at 


been lent, both for the sermon and An- 
nual Meeting, in the most lbberal way, 
by the trustees. 
portion of Scripture were read by the 


Rev. F. A. Cox; prayer was offered by | 


the Rev. J. Wilkinson, of Safiron Wal- 
den; the sermon by the Rev. W. Jay, 
of Bath ; and the Rev. Mr. Morley, one 
of the ministers connected with the 
place, concluded in prayer. 

Mr. Jay is known by many to have 
been long in habits of friendship with 
most of the earlier conductors of the 
Mission, and has, on several previous oc- 
casions, advocated the cause of the So- 
ciety, at different places in the country, 
with zeal and success, The prompti- 
tude with which he complied with the 
request of the committce to undertake 
this service, entitles him to our warmest 
thanks; and we trust that these occa- 
sional interchanges of public labours, of 
which, we believe, our Wesleyan bre- 
thren first set the example,* will serve 
to strengthen mutual attachment be- 





* By inviting Mr. Ward to preach at their annual 
meeting in 1820, Mr. Hall of:Leicester is engaged, 
we understand, to preach fur the Bristol Auxiliary 
ts the London Missionary Socicty, in Scept* next. 


The first hymn and a | 
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| ultimately flow from them. 





tween the friends of the Redeemer of 
different denominations. 

The passage selected by Mr. Jay was 
Isai lii. 1S—15. Behold, my servant, &c. 


| From which he took occasion to speak 


of the character and conduct of the Re- 
deemer; of the eminence he should at- 
tain, the sufferings he should endure, 
and the Jeneficial efects which should 
In conclud- 
ing, he enlarged, with much animation, 
upon the necessity and usefulness of 
missionary exertions in general, and bore 
a very strong testimony to the import- 
ance and value of the Institution for 
which he was pleading, in particular. 
We regret that we cannot give a more 
ample account of this able discourse, 
which was characterized throughout by 
the evangelical richness of sentiment, 


Great Queentreet Chapel, which had | oe Copgene sanperity a Manase, by 


which Mr. Jay has long been distin- 
guished. 


At six in the evening, a numerous 
congregation assembled at Zion Chapel. 
A serious and instructive sermon was de- 
livered by the Rev. Micah Thomas, of 
Abergavenny from James v. 20. In which 
he insisted on the value of the soul— 
the awful nature of that death to which 
it is liable—and the means and felicity 
of its recovery from it. Some recent ar- 
ticles of missionary intelligence were 
read at the close of the sermon by the 
junior Secretary ; the hymns were read. 
by the Rev. Wm. Shenstone ; and pray- 
er was offered at the commencement by 
the Rev. T. Middleditch of Biggleswade, 
and at the close by the Rev. Richard. 
Davis of Waiworth. A prayer-meeting 
was held at Eagle-street on Thursday 
morning, fos the special purpose of im- 
pioring the Divine blessing on the So- 
ciety, and its missionaries. The venera- 
ble Dr. Ryland delivered a most suitable 
and animated address, from Acts xxi. 23. 
Men of Israel, help; and Messrs. Shir- 
ley of Sevenoaks, Hargreaves of Little 
Wild-strect, and Elvey of Fetter-lanc, 
London, engaged in prayer. 





fy a renewal of their confidence, and of 
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Soon after the prayer-meeting was 
closed, a very large and respectable au- | 
ditory assembled at the chapel in Great | 
Queen-street. A verse having been | 
sung, the Rev. Thomas Blundell of | 


Northampton implored a blessing on the | 


proceedings of the day, and Benjamin , 
Shaw, Esq. Treasurer to the Society, | 
was called to the chair. 

Mr. Shaw opened the business of the | 
meeting by observing, that the audience | 
was conyened to hear the Report of the | 
committee for the past year. It would | 
be for the meeting to decide whether 
they had conducted themselves 2s good 
stewards of their bounty, and whether 
their assiduity had been such, as to justi- 


their subscriptions. He remarked that, 
by the blessing of God, we had arrived 
at what may be considered the thirtieth | 
anniversary of the Society ; and that the 
satisfaction arising from a retrospect of 
the goodness of God towards the Insti- 
tution, was much increased by witness- 
ing the deep and lively interest felt in 
the work of missions by the Chiristian 
public at large ; as shown by the estab- 
lishment of various other societies of the 
same description. He congratulated his 
friends around him that, while the So- 
ciety bore a distinctive name, and was 
called “The Baptist Missionary Society,” 
Pet that its object was, to make prose- 
lytes to Christiagity, not to our own par 
ticular tenets or denomination. Mr. 
Shaw proceeded to express the pleasure 
he had felt yesterday, in witnessing what 
he considered a happy instance of Chris- 
uan liberality-an independent minister 
preaching in a Wesleyan chapel for a 
Baptist Society; and after a variety of 
other appropriate remarks, called on the 
Secretary to read the report. 

The junior Secretary then read the 





report from the pulpit. It contained an 
interesting account of the prescnt state | 
of the Missions on the continent of In- | 
dia, in Ceylon, Java, Sumatra, the West | 
hudies, &c. together with a statement of | 





| report; but he wasconvinced there wouk 
is 


_ the measures which had been adopted 
at home for promoting the interests of 
the Society; and though nearly an hour 
was occupied ia the delivery, it was 
heard throughout with profound atten- 
tion. 

In rising to present, as Treasurer, an 
account of the income and expenditure 
of the Society, the Chairman observed, 
that he felt some little embarrassment in 
bringing down the minds of the auci- 
ence from the heaverly contemplations 
excited by the close of the report, to a 
mere detail of figures. Such, however, 
was his duty; and he must proceed to 
discharge it, in the hope that his re- 
spected friends who would shortly ac- 
dress them, would revive, by their 
speeches, the pleasant and animating 
feelings to which he had alluded, 


From the statement of accounts then 
made by Mr Shaw, it appeared that the 
receipts of the Society, in the year just 
closed, had been greater than in any 
preceding year, except the last, in which 
extraordinary donations and collections 
had been made to the amount of £2000, 
The ‘amount now received was about 
£11,000; exceeding the expenditure by 
£1000; but asthe Treasurer had imme- 
diately to make a large remittance to In- 
dia, and was under acceptance for bills 
drawn from thence, the amount of debt 
at present due from the Seciety might 
still be stated at £4000. 


The first resolution, 

That the report now read be adopted 
and circulated; and that this meeting 
desires to offer a tribute of humble 
praise to the great Head of the church, 
who has graciously enabled the Society, 
notwithstanding its pecuniary embar- 
rassments, to maintain and enlarge its 
operations during the past year, was 
moved by the Rev. Joseph King- 
horn, of Norwich, who observed, that 
for the sake of order and regularity, i: 
was necessary to ask the concurrence of 
the meeting in the publication of the 
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be one tniversal declaration, that the 
report démtinded to be received, with the 
most unbounded gratitude ; not simply 
to those indefatigable and prudent la- 
bouters that havé been employed, but 
especially to that great Being, of whom, 
and from whom, ard to whoin, are all 
things: 

It is unspeakably pleasing to sec; that, 
wherever Christiaitity is conveyed, man 
not only becomes improved in moral and 
intellectual attairiments,; but that great 
principle strongly draws our attextion : 


" The gospel is the power of God unto | 


balvation,”’ to every one who cordially 
believes it. 


Another rematk he would make from | 


the report that had been tead, (and they 
had publicly expressed the interesi they 
had felt in it) was, that from a great va- 
riety of particilars, and by infinite la- 
bour, a great deal had been done; and 
they would thank the great God of hea« 
ven and earth, for enabling them to do it. 
Looking at the maps of the Society, 
they saw here a station arid there an- 
other: thirty, or somewhere therea+ 
bout, in the whole. In this view, these 
places looked wondrous pretty. But, 
they are 500 miles from each other.— 
Some of them are more than double 





} 
} 





that distance. They are but a handful | 
of corn upon the tops of the mountains. | 


if there were only one minister here in 
London, and another 500 miles off, 
would you not call this an awful dearth? 
And this is the state of the heathen na- 
tions, all the world over. “Pray ye, 
therefore, the Lord of the harvest, that 
he will send forth labourers into his har- 
vest.” 

If any should ask, what have you 
done? Comparatively nothing. Don’t 
object that against us, we pray. Chris- 
tianity itself was liable to the same ob- 
jection ; for as Dr. Watts says: 


** So, when thy truth began its course, 
It touch’d and glane’d on every land.” 


The apostolic age was not distinguish- 
cf for multitudinous churches; but for 








denomination at Glipston, or some place 


small assemblies, in various places. They 
were like beacons on a hill, whose light 
was seen afar off. It was once the same 
Where thousands now know each other. 
This countty, this kingdom, Londen it- 
self, was once heathen. There was but 
one single tissiohaty. When we calcu- 
late upon our own scale of twenty-four 
hours in a day, in reférence to this sub- 
ject, we wondrously err. We have to 
do with a Being; whose calculations are 
very different: with whom, “Otie day 
is as a thousand years, and a thousand 
years sre as oneday.” The day with us 
is only beginning; the sun has not yet 
risen to the meridian: “A little one 
shall become a thousand, and a small 
one a strong nation: the Lord will hast- 
en it in his time.” Go forward with high 
hope and with earnest prayer: and tho’ 
we cannot do this great work of our: 
selves, the Lorn shall accomplish it. 

That part of the motion in which we 
desire to offer our humble praises to 
God, received his most hearty approval; 
and may He do a great deal more, first, 
in us, and then; by us! 

Edward Phillips; Esq. of Melksham 
If I were called to sclect a motto for the 
Baptist Missionary Society, my motto 
should be, Have faith in God. For never, 
never was any society set on foot and car- 
ried on, that required greater faith, or 
more earnest supplication to the Divine 
Being. He called to mind the solitary Mr. 
Thomas, returning from India, where he 
had witnessed the superstition of the 
nativesy in all its revolting forms, where 
he hati seen their cruelties, and where 
he had beheld infidelity, spreading like 
a torrent. On his return to Europe, he 
visited a much valued relative of his 
own, the late Dr. Stennett; to whom 
he expressed great concern, that more 
labourers should be employed in India. 
At the time, it was unknown how such 
measures could be undertaken ;—not 2 
gleam of light appeared on the horizon. 
Being called to attend a meeting of their 
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in that neighbourhood, he accidviitally, 
ar providentially he might rather say, 
met with the venerable Dr. Cater; 
whose mind, fora long time, had beth 
much interested. about the heatlicn.— 
Mr. Thomas had just returned from In- 
dia, and he engaged to accompany hit 
back. They went, as going down into 
a well, where all was dark and deep ; 
but they said to the venerable Fuller, 
you must hold the ropes. (Hear.) It 
was rather a mine, into which they de- 
scended, of vast riches, and of incalcu- 
lable treasures. None could know the 
extent of the benefits conveyed, or of 
theit obligations te the Divine Being, 
till they should rest from their faboui's 
and enter into the joy of their Lord. 

He would indulge for a moment his 
own feelings, and say, how much he was 
gratified on the platform, by being sur- 
rounded by his warm friends of the same 
denomination with himself, and by those 
other respectable persons of a different 
persuasion, for whose attendance they 
were obliged this day. To them, he 
was indebted for repeated acts of kind- 
ness and attention; and when attending 
some of their numerous meeting's, he 
has asked himself, How is it, that we do 
not know each other better? Gur grand 
cause is the same; our design, to dif- 
tuse the knowledge of God and of the 
Saviour is the same; and we wish to 
spread it through the earth. How is it, 
we should not draw together? We are 
drawing together; and from this hour, 
from henceforth, he hoped, thut all 
would give their unequivocal and decid- 
ed aid to every missionary Institution, 
for circulating the knowledre of God 
and of the Saviour. 

Mr. Phiilips continued to remark ; It 


was important to consider, that their | 


work was not ended, but only beginning. 
It was only the dawning of missionary 
Jabours; the brightness of the day will 
shine for years and years to come. 
When congregated in this favoured 


“nat, they seemed thick and numerous; 


4 


4 





but, as was strikingly observed by his 
highly respected frierid* in his sermon 
of yesterday: When oul missionaries 
ate spread abroad, they are like ships on 
the dcean. Here, they were many, but 
in the scene of actual labour few, ana 
they aré very far distant from cach other, 
so that there was rio daliger of inter- 
ference there. 

He wéuld hot trespass on the time of 
that respectable meetitig any farther 
than to cohgratulate them, that he was 
likely to be succeeded, aind they tv be 
greatly instructed, by 6ne with whom 
he felt it an honour to sit on the same 
platform ;—the fricnd of human kind, 
and the liberator of Africa. He hailed 
the hour, he felt the felicity of the mo- 
ment; and he blessed God for the op- 
portunity. 

The second resolution, acknowledg- 
ing the kind assistance of ministers, aux- 
iliary sovieties, &c. &c. was proposed by 
W. Wilberiorce, Esq. M. P. who said, 
he could assuré the Chaifman, and the 
assembly, that although he had not be- 
fore had the honour of taking a share in 
their interesting mectings, yet he had 
long been deeply interested in their 
cause. From the very first of its com- 
mencement, he could truly declare, that 
his eye was fixed upon it, and he con- 
tinued, from year to year, to watch its 
progress, and to anticipate its triumphs; 
while it now promises s¥cater and better 
things hereafter. He showed his zeal 
by attending that meeting, when it was 
manifest he was little able to express the 
feelings of his heart. It was natural, he 
said, for the Chairman, who had so fur- 
cibly addressed the mécting, to observe 
the striking difference between the ori- 
gin and present state of the Society,— 
They saw how a little sced, as a grain of 
mustard, elucidating the scriptural para- 
ble, had already grown into a mighty 
tree, expanding its foliage, and present- 
ing its fertility as an object of unrival- 











* Rev. Wiliam Jay. 
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led beauty and grandeur. He was ex- 
ceedingly struck and gratified, when he 
saw that Almighty God was giving these 
indications of his special approbation, 
and he seemed to call to them, almost as 
with an audible voice, to go forward 
With earnestness, and confidence, and 
energy, in the path which he had open- 
cd before them. 

In the beginning of their efforts, he 
recollected how slowly they proceeded, 
and he well remembered reading at the 
time when they made their first sub- 
scription in hehalf of the Hindoos, that 
the whole sum amounted to Ltile more 
than thirteen pounds. But le had lived 
to see the day, when only three of their 
chicf missionaries themselves (their once 
poor, as well as despised missionaries) 
had contributed from their joint labours, 
a sum of fifty thousand pounds! He 
mentioned this in that place, not as a 
proof of any extraordinary greatness of 
mind, or of Christian liberality; but 
did not so because God had honoured 
them to meet the spirit of the world in 
the language of the world. He men- 
tioned it, not because they were not be- 
fore generous, according to the ability 
they had; for the same men, who rais- 
ed thirteen pounds two shillings and 
tixpence, had the spirit to give the 
larger sums, had they possessed them. 
They have now redeemed the pledge 
then given, and they are pouring the 
fruits of their well-directed labour into 
the treasury of the Lord. It was a dis- 
covery of the present time, to ascertain 
the important truth, that the smaller 
contributions of the many raise the larg- 
est sums; and the laborious artisan, by 
the subscription of his weekly penny, 
would raise a considerable amount in a 
few years; and by union with others, it 
would become a large anda mighty sum. 
We know there were some, who were 
not for receiving these smaller subscrip- 
tions. From such charitable feelings 
for the poor he would dissent: because 
they were founded on a mean and erro. 








neous view of the real goodness of the 
heatt that gives. Those subscriptions 
were not to be estimated according to 
their pecuniary amount, but by the spi- 
rit from which they proceeded, and by 
those feelings of sympathy and Christian 
love, which had prompted the individu- 
als in question,. from raising thirteen 
pounds in the first instance, to contri- 
bute fifty thousand. 

It cannot be doubted, Sir, that this 
disinterested and noble measure was 
planned by the directing blessing of God. 
Dr. Carey, whose low origin is the 
greatest honour that can be conceived, 
was raised, by the grace and power of 
God, to that high elevation which he 
now occupies. It was divine Providence 
which raised up such a man, and gifted 
him with these extraordinary mental en- 
duwments. Nor was he alone; there 
were Marshman and Ward; they too 
were exalted by that great Master, who 
can never err in the choice of his minis- 
ters. It was also remarkable, and it had 
always raised his hope, that their socie- 
ty had proceeded to occupy the station 
and place best adapted to their design. 
They had laid their foundations large, 
and low, and deep; because a building 
was to be raised of extraordinary extent, 
and of unrivalled splendour. It was to 
be no babel of earthly pride and vanity ; 
and when raised to its highest pitch, it 
would reach a point never to be sur- 
passed on earth. Their missionaries had 
proceeded to acquire the knowledge of 
the various languages of the East, and 
to translate the scriptures into them. 
Hic remembered that when it pleased 
God to send his Son into the world, the 
Old Testament had been translated into 
the language of all learned men, in the 
Septuagint version, and this rendered it 
impossible that it could ever be charged 
upon the Christians as their work. Re- 
markable and analogous also, at the time 
of the reformation from Popery, the 
dawning of a second glorious day from a 
night of Egyptian darkness, the disco- 












English Baptist Missions. 23 








very of printing, and the revival of let- 

ters, gave a wide circulation to divine 

truth, beyond any thing that had before 

opened to the human intellect, or to hu- 

man discovery. He naturally connected 

these thoughts with such a man as Dr. 

Carey ; and he rejoiced that it had pleas- 
ed God to let him live long enough to 

witness from Dr. Carey and this Society, 
the removal of that reproach which at- 
tended our possessions in India. They 
had heard of the peculiar character, the 
different inventions, and the military ta- 
lents of the Hindoos: but we had al- 
ways made them subservient to our own 
purposes, and little consulted their real 
advantage. Here we are endeavouring 
to confer upon them real benefits, by 
attempting to communicate to them 
happiness in this world, as a pledge of 
felicity in the next. 

This was a design of deep reflection, 
of courage, of resolution, and of diffi- 
culty. It was, he repeated, no slight en- 
terprise. The god of this world had 
intrenched himself behind barrier after 
barrier, but much of the darkness that 
prevailed had been chased away by the 
light and power of truth; and the mis- 
sionaries had shown to mankind, and 
the inhabitants of Europe, that what 
had been reported of the inoffensive- 
ness and innocence of the Hindoo cha- 
racter, was all an abominable falsehood 
of him who was a liar from the begin- 
ning. ( Hear.) 

In India, the female sex had been re- 
duced to the lowest degradation, The 
spirit of Christianity being absent, pow- 
er triumphed over weakness, and cruel- 
ty over benevolence ; that was degraded 
and insulted, which should be raised and 
beautified. Practices prevailed there, 
the most abhorrent to our nature ; chil- 
dren destroyed their parents, mothers 
gave up their infants, and the dark being 
of the demoniac idolatry seemed to trust 
in his sure and never-ailing efforts. 

This, Sir, is the beginning of a great 


with complete success. With pleasure 
he heard of the formation of schools; 
and that the natives, in some instances, 
showed a greater eagerness to receive 


our instructions than we sometimes sce 


in this country. At the same time, this 
is not the only field of your exertions ; 
the wretched and the miserable are the 
objects of your care wherever they are 
found. While you send to the East, you 
are mindful of the West also; and the 
negro slave receives from you the hber- 
ty of the gospel. Oh! may you ever 
tread in the footsteps of your heavenly 
Master, who was anointed to preach the 
gospel to the poor, to heal the broken 
hearted, to release the captive, and to 
diffuse universal happiness and comfort ! 

It was glorious to be engaged in such 
a cause ; and he congratulated from his 
heart the gentleman who was called to 
the chair on this occasion ; he congratu- 
lated himself, and though he could not 
expect to witness the extended result of 
their labours, yct he humbly hoped 
that, when they took their station in 
another and better world, they should 
see, with a fuller and higher feeling, all 
the benefits that shall arise from their 
success, He looked forward to the pe 
riod when their success would be most 
complete. This was the glorious morning 
of a blessed day; and it would intro- 
dyce the brightness and the beauty of 
the full meridian. They were engage! 
in aservice in which angels would re- 
joice to be employed; a cause to which 
God has condescended to communicate 
his special blessing; and that cause 
which he blesses cannot fail ! 

Kev. F. A. Cox, of Hackney, said that 
almost every topic had been adverted 
to, adapted to excite their admiration, 
and to awaken their gratitude; and after 
the eloquent address they had just heard, 
none could be supposed to secure the 
continued attention of the meeting, 





were not their theme, like that of the 
gospel itself, unlimited and boundless. 





and gloss work, that will be crowned |] 
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The more their minds contemplated 
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tre subject of missions, a wider field | 
was proportionably opened for their re- 
newed and continued exertions ; nor was 
this all, for the exertion of the mind was 
not only sustained, but stimulated to 
greater fervour of supplication at the 
Ieavenly throne. They were called to 


go forward to the moral conquest of the |, 
world with new energy and power, | 


through God, in pulling down the strong 
holds ef Satan and of sin, He felt with 
those who saw that they had reason for 
humble gratitude in reviewing. the past 


Him who sent forth his well-instructed 
missionaries in the first ages of the 
church, to evangelize the earth, and 
who sent his blessing with them. 

He would not expatiate on the period 
when this society first began; when a 
few assembled to consult on this great 
subject. He could not say what inter- 
est superior and angelic spirits felt ; but 
it was not reasonable ta suppose they 
could look on such a scene with indiffer- 
ence ; he would, however, give expres- 
sion to the feelings of his own heart, 
and to the simultaneous feelings of all 
persons jn that assembly, by adopting 
those emphatic words, What has God | 
wrought? When they looked at the 
cpnnexion between the agency employ- 
ed, and the result produced, they ought 
not to fail in their vigilance and exer- 
tion, but to trust in the Lord Jehovz’,, | 
in whom is everlasting strength. 

While he congratulated them on the 
degree of success already attained, he 
could not but see more,reason for pain- 
ful, than for pleasurable emotions. A 
vast proportion of the world remained 
still unenlightened by the gospel. Mil- 
lions were still in darkness, while few 
comparatively had received the light, 
The lght only bordered on many naz 
tions. Empires were to he won; re- 
gions were to be traversed; for almost 
the whole world was still lying in wick- 
edness. 





Tegarding the natives of India, they 


' would proceed in the course already 
| pursued, Their imagination traversed 
‘over new and untried regions. Geo- 
| graphy discovers new scenes to excite 
the piqus and pleasurable feeling of the 
mind ; and it was for them to ascertain 
the religious, or rather the irrcligious 
character of these countries which are 
now brought to light, that the counsel 
| and the glory of God may be revealed 
‘among them. The questions were, 
What is the condition of man? Wha’ 
could they do for his moral and spiritua: 
welfare? What can be done by the 
effects of Christian benevolence, to amc- 
liorate their miscrable and unhappy con- 
dition? He, therefore, would second, 
with the warmest gratitude, the resolut 
tion that had been so ably proposed. 
Their strenuous support and liberal con- 
tributions were necessary; still more 
earnestly were their co-operating pray: 
ers desired, Never Jet it be said, that 
they wanted zeal and ardour in the 
great and glorious cause in which they 
were embarked. Let them never want 
zeal, and with the word of God and his 
blessing, they would never want tlic 
most gloriaus success ! 
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Letter from the Rev. James A. Ranaldswn 
to the Cor. Sec, dated 
Society Hill, La. Sep, 5, 1922, 
REV. AND DEAR SIR, 
A Frew days since, I returned from the. 
Mississippistate. I have the satisfaction 


vour of the 31st of July, and a circular 
addressed to aur association, You ex- 
press a wish to receive information fre- 
quently, relative to the state of things 
in the country around me. 

Accounts from a country where every 
thing is rendered fluctant by the chang- 
ing tide of emigration, may sometimes 
appear marvellous and exaggerated, oft» 





en very imperfect, and somctifige s seem- 
“« 


to acknowledge the receipt of your fa-. 
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iagly contradictory, betraying either a 
want of information, or a want of can- 
dour. And it must be with difficulty 
and reserve that one can speak of par- 
ticular events or transactions in which 
he might possibly appear the honoured 
nstrument of the action. 

Explanation is sometimes necessary 
to supersede apology. I regret that the 
state of things about me, is not more 
generally known to my friends and cor- 
respondents abroad. This would account 
for seeming neglect, for so many letters 
not answered with punctuality. The 
truth is, my time in Louisiana has been 
more precious than gold. Health is pre- 
carious, and life is short. I have watch- 
ed to redeem every moment, and have 
employed every faculty in the main 
work of my profession, night and day. 
In addition to the labours of the gospel 
in a large community ; visiting churches ; 
artd attending the funerals of a popula- 
tion within a circumference of fifty or 
sixty miles; I have had to devote a 
greater portion of labour in the schools, 
than I once thought would be requisite ; 
to do the writing of several institutions, 
with such duties as required long and 
tiresome journeys. Besides this sum of 
Jabours, the ordinary cares of a family, 
with just so many letters as I could an- 
swer, have left me without a day, an 
hour, I could call my own. The seve- 
rity of these incessant labours, has al- 
most pressed me down to the grave. 
My physicians, who constantly advise a 
cessation and change of climate, say it 
is prodigy that I am still living: 

-Our country is blessed with a thousand 
charms. Even the climate is pleasant, 
though unfavourable to great exertion. 
Sickness prevails in the summer to an 
alarming extent. Its mortality may well 
be dreaded by those who fear to die. 
The soil is fertile, and extensive fields 
are covered with the most luxuriant 
crops ; but man is hurried from his earth- 
ly portion to his eternal destiny. The 
fever is now fatal. Numbers are carried 
Vor. IV—New Serivs. 








off with only thirty or forty hours of 
sickness. The yellow fever is now in 
Pensacola, and will, probably, soon reach 
New Orleans. 

In vain do restless mortals run to and 
fro, seeking a country where they may 
find wealth and immortality. Disease 
follows the human family every where, 
as misery follows vice. Happy would it 
be for the inhabitants of this land, if 
they could say, as the much lamented 
Larned in his last sermon to them, “ for 
to me to live is Christ, and to die is 
gain.” But, alas! few have their affec- 
tions on Christ; few have attained to 
that “godliness which is great gain.” 
Here a malady rages, a thousand times 
more dreadful in its consequences than 
the most malignant fever. It raises the 
most formidable barrier to the success 
of the gospel, and to the salvation of 
many. It is that passion which in- 
flames the human soul, described by a 
pagan poet as the “auri sacra fames,” 
and .condemned by the apostle as the 
“ root of all evil.” 

How much to be lamented that sv 
many youth come to the land of dissipa- 
tion, seeking their fortune, where they 
are no longer under the contro] of pious 
parents, nor guided by the influence of 
the holy gospel. Nearly as many fall 
the early victims of intemperance and 
profligacy! Nay, it is even dangerous 
for many professors of religion, to quit 


| the “land of steady habits,” and choose 
for their habitation the “ well watered 


plains” where men are “ sinners before 
the Lord exceedingly.” Too many, 
even among thesé, are found unable to 
resist the temptations of avarice and im- 
piety. They become lukewarm, shun 
the sanctuary, disregard the Sabbath, 
seem to think “ all men mortal but them- 
selves,” and, like Demas, forsake the 
gospel, having loved this present world ! 
Envy, distrust, and malediction, are apt 
to characterize such fallen subjects, 
The young frequently reply to the faith- 


'ful admonitions and warnings of their 


D. 
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pious frierids, as Hazael did to the pre- || and a more general regard for the word 
diction of the prophet; “But what, is |) of God. 


thy servant a dog, that he should do this 
great thing!” And yet, this strong ab- 
horrence of the evil is imperceptibly 
removed by a change of company, situ- 
ation, or circumstances; so that princi- 
ples destructive to morality are greedi- 
ly imbibed. Could godly parents know 
what [ have seen and heard, they would 
pray for many a John the baptist to be 
sent out into the wilderness before their 
children, to prepare the way. 

I have toiled for years in a southern 
region, but darkness and coldness are 
around me still. ‘ Mine eye affecteth 
mine heart,”’ where there is yet no spe- 
ciaf revival of religion. The love of 
many waxes cold, while there is a strife 
for the mammon of unrighteousness. In- 
fidelity is bold, and iniquity abounds! 
My heart in trouble, has affected mine 
eyes; often cast down, but not destroy- 
ed. Hope is my anchor. A hope yet to 
see the Sun arise with healing in his 
wings, to dispel the pestilential dark- 
ness of our atmosphere, to warm our 
hearts, and shed the light of salvation 
around us. 

In contemplating the value of one 
soul, it affords me unspeakable pleasure 
to hear of the baptism of even one Bur- 
man convert,* though it be in the night. 
It may give you equal pleasure, as it af- 
fords equal joy to ministering angels, to 
hear of the conversion of one in any 
other place of Burman darkness. Eight 
or nine have been recently baptized in 
my congregations; among these, one, 
the widow of the judge who made the 
donation of a lot of ground to our 
church. Four or five more are hope- 
fully converted, and, I believe, proper 
subjects for baptism. There has been, 
from the time I came to this country, a 


gradual increase of attention to the | 


preaching of the gospel. At this time, 


{ perceive rather unusual excitement, | 


ee ---— -<-— 


* The number of converts in Rangoon, had, from 
the last accounts, increased to thirteen. 
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In the retrospect of five years, or more, 
I feel a little encouraged, in the beliet 
that my labours have not been in vain 
in the Lord. The oldest inhabitants 
remark, there has been great improve- 
ment in the state of the country, which 
they attribute to the gospel. There 
ure some intelligent, enterprising, and 
worthy citizens of the country, who set 
a high value on the learning and mo- 
rality of the gospel, and though some of 
them are professedly deists, I find them 
among my best friends and patrons. 
Indeed, there are men of science and 
literature, who see the excellence of 
the gospel in a political and moral view, 
and will do more for its promotion, than 
some others who make greater preten- 
sions to piety. 

In this section of a Spanish province, 
(not many years since) where the Sab- 
bath was a day of carnal amusement, 
riot, and all kinds of business, without 
a Christian church, a meeting house, or 
a minister settled; there are now three 
meeting houses erected, two churches 
constituted, and about seventy embers. 
This is but a small beginning towards 
that reformation so desirable. 

The seminary at Society Hill, has 
flourished under the wholesome disci- 
pline of the gospel, and has doubtless 
been the means of extensive good. The 
site is beautiful, and the health of the 
pupils has been remarkably preservet 
for four years. But one has died at the 
institution in the time! Nearly two hun- 
dred children of both sexes, of most re- 
spectable families, have here been 
taught in excellent things. They are 
the joy of their parents, and the flowers 
of theif country. They carry to their 
respective families the savour of the gos 
pel, and with filial reverence inculcate 
its excellent precepts. Manv have beer 
solemnly impressed with these truths, 
and a few of them have professed a 


| saving hope in Christ. All parents are 
‘ desirous that their children shduld be 
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protected and adorned by a virtuous ed- | 
ucation, though few are willing to see | 
them bearing the cress of the Saviour. | 
I believe the schools have afforded the 

best opportunity for imparting the most | 
useful knowledge to the present gene- | 
ration; therefore, I have sustained the 
heat and burden of the day, and it has | 


proved a 
* Delightful task, to rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to shoot.” 


No minister of the gospel can hold any 
office of profit or trust,in this state. He | 
may teach in the school without violat- | 
ing the constitution, and if very popu- 
lar, this will afford him genteel subsist- | 
ence; otherwise, he must remain indi- 
gent, and perhaps become insolvent. | 
The profession of teaching is generally 
degraded, owing to the dissolute cha- | 
sacter of many itinerant schoolmasters. | 

I have written until past one o’cleck | 
in the morning, and at six am to set out 
on a journey, to visit the associations in | 
Alabama; having given up schools and | 
congregations, to serve in the cause of | 
missions. On receiving the appoint- | 
ment of Agent, from the Mississippi 
Missionary Saciety, my feelings were se- , 
verely tried, Opposed in the under- | 
taking by the private interest of my | 
family, the entreaties of my pupils, and | 
ihe remonstrance of some pious friends ; | 
nothing but the strongest conviction of | 
duty, could bring me to make the sacri- | 
fice, and enter for one year in this rough | 
field of domestic missions. I console | 
myself with the belief, that “man wants | 
but little here below, nor wants that | 
hittle long.” When necessary to bring | 
up the arrears of a family, I can return | 
to the school, and find pleasing and use- | 
ful employment. God has mercifully | 
preserved me with my family; he has | 
venewed my health, and blessed my fee- 
ble labours. The state of the country | 
calls for missionaries in Louisiana, Mis- | 
sissippi, Alabama, and the Floridas ; and | 
I wish to consecrate as much of my time | 
to the cause of missions, as mv circum- 





stances will allow. 


Brother M‘Call is likewise employed 
in the service of the society, as dumes- 
tic missionary. The harvest is great; 
the labourers are few ! 





FORT WAYNE, 

No letters have been received from 
the brethren at this station, since our 
last number was published. The fol- 
lowing instances of zeal for the comfort 
of the aborigines, and the prosperity of 
evangelical efforts, are with gratitude 
recorded. 

H. W:usox, Esq. of Washington, 
Penn. has forwarded a box for the Fort 
Wayne station, containing articles of ap- 
parel, amounting to one hundred and 
nine dollars. Of this sum, $63 95} ac- 
crued from the sale of Luminaries, and 
45 06} were contributed by the Female 
Mite Society of Washington, Pa.—The 
following is an extract from Mr. W.’s 
letter. “ Mrs. Biains, Treasurer of tlic 
Female Mite Society, has furnished me 
with $45 064 cents worth of domestic 
articles of clothing—such as oyeralis, 
frocks, chemise, &c. made up; also a 
quantity of linen, flax, &c. all of which 
are packed up in the same box with m) 
own. Ihave sent elder M‘Coy a bill 
accompanying them.” 

Wiuram Poke, Esq. of Bruceville, 
Ia. has kindly undertaken to collect ar- 
ticles of provision for the Fort Wayne 
Mission station. Owing to sickness i) 
his family, he has not been able to give 
as much attention to the object as he 
wished. He has obtained a number of 
hogs; not enough, however, to justify 
the trouble and expense of driving 
them to Fort Wayne. He pw'poses 
selling them, and thinks they will pro- 
duce about fifty dollars. 


a 
COLUMBIAN COLLEGE, 


Amone the efforts which are at pre, 
sent making by the friends of the Re- 
deemer, to spread the honours of His 


|hame, perhaps the education of pigrs 





















































ae 











28 THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 





= 


> — - ~ 





young men who have been called into | 
the ministry, is not the least in import- 
ance. A number of these young bre- 
thren are now in the Theological de- 
partment of the Columbian College in 
the District of Columbia, whose piety 
and attainments, under the direction of 
Divine Providence, may soon prove a 
rich blessing to many of our destitute 
churches at home, and a “ savour of life 
unto life,” to millions of heathens, in 
countries where the name of Immanuel 
is to this day unknown. 

At a recent meeting of the Board of 
Trustees, resolutions were unanimously 
passed, expressing thanks to Mrs. Fran- 
ces B. Greennow, of Richmond, Va. for 
a valuable donation of stocking’s ; to the 
Female Cent Society, in Richmond, Va. 
for valuable donations of money and ar- 
ticles of clothing; and to the Hudson 
(MM. ¥._) Baptist Female Education Socie- 
ty, for the donation of a box of various and 
valuable articles of clothing ; all intend- 
ed for the use of the Theological stu- 
dents in the Columbian College. 

Thanks were also voted to the Rev. 
Mr. Gitmay, of Charleston, 8. C. for 
presenting to the Library of the College 
a copy of “Brown’s Philosophy of the 
Human Mind,” in three volumes. 





Letter from the Hudson Baptist Female 
Education Society, to the Agent of the 
Convention, dated 

Hudson, August 4, 1822, 

DEAR BROTHER, 

We transmit to the Baptist Board of 
Foreign Missions, through yourself as 
their Agent, a box of clothing for the 
indigent theological students at the Co- 
lumbian College. The box contains 55 
pair of socks and stockings, half a dozen 
shirts, and one dozen cravats. We have 
now, advancing towards completion, thir- 
ty pair of handsome cotton and thread 
socks. Should any of those contained 
in the present box, prove of an impro- 


a 


please to place them in the hands of 
some judicious person, to be disposed 
of, the money to be appropriated as your 
judgment may suggest, for the benefit 
of the Theological Seminary 

This small tribute of pious effort, will 
be enhanced in your estimation, when 
you are informed that it proceeds from 
those who have to pursue laborious dai- 
ly occupation for their maintenance. 
With deploring hearts we surveyed the 
condition of more than six hundred mil- 
lions of fellow beings, immersed in the 
deep gloom of heathenism, and desired 
to give our feeble aid in assisting he- 
ralds of the cross to go forth, to proclaim 
the gospel of Christ. It was impossible 
to raise money to any considerable 
amount, and we could not, dare not re- 
main inactive, when the demands of the 
times are so urgent. Many of our co- 
loured sisters and little Sunday scholars, 
have exhibited the most hearty interest 
in aiding this object. 

May the favour of God ever continue 
to shine upon your noble Institution, that 
it may prove a fountain of light, whose 
beams shall disperse many of the clouds 
that hang so portentously over heathen 
lands, and irradiate them with gospel 
splendour. 

In behalf of the Society, 
Lypra M. Matcom, Directress. 


The value of the articles is as follows : 
$10 59 


Six cotton shirts - . - 

Twelve muslincrayats . - 3 00 

Thirty-three pair of white, gray, 
and black woollen socks, at 
56} cents per pair - - 

One pair white and one pair gray 
woollen stockings, at 1 50 cts. 3 00 

One pair black woollen stockings 1 00 


18 56 


do. thread - ° 75 
do. cotton socks ° 50 
Twelve do. 


thread do. at 25cts. 3 00 
1 


Fiye do. do. at 3ljcts. 56 
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per size, or in any other way unsuitable, 
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American Education Society. 








MISCELLANEOUS. 





AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 





Tue object of this Society is to edu- 
cate pious young men for the gospel |) 
ministry. Its Sevenru Rerorr is just ] 
published. The contents are exceed- | 
ingly interesting. The present state of | 
the Society is portrayed with much | 
perspicuity, with Christian humility, and | 
with fervent gratitude to the God of sal- | 
vation. The following extract, which | 


describes the rise of the Institution, and | 


the success which has attended its sup- 
porters, will be read with pleasure. 


“In the summer of 1815, a few young 
men in Boston thought it their duty to 
educate a pious young man for the min- 
istry. They met the first time for con- 
sultation, at the study of our lamented 
friend and brother, the Rev. Joshua 
Huntington. The subject magnified in 
importance ; and at an adjourned meet- 
ing, several other gentlemen were in- 
vited for the purpose of ascertaining, 
whether it was not their duty to educate 
more than one; and if so, how many, 
and in whatmanner? The subject here 
opened in still greater magnitude, and 
at another adjourned meeting, in the 
vestry of Park-street church, where the 
neighbouring clergy and others had 
been invited to attend, the American 
Education Society was formed, August 
29, 1815; and the act of incorporation 
was obtained, December 6, 1816. Fear 
and trembling then mingled with ardent 
hopé. The difficulties to be anticipated 
from the novelty of the undertaking, 
and from the jarring elements of de- 
nominational and local feeling, assumed 
in the eyes of many an imposing aspect; 
and some sincere friends of the object 
more than doubted the practicability of 
uniting, in its favour, the energies of any 
considerable portion of the church.— 
But, the providence of God had pro- 
claimed “that something must be done;” 
many hearts responded, “something 
shall be done”? Heaven smiled on the 
incipient measures that were adopted; 
and in the first year of its existence, th< 





the second year, $7000, the third year, 


$6000, the fourth year, $19,000, the fifth 
year, $9000, the sixth, $13,000, the se- 
venth and last, $17,000, besides a be- 
quest of $2,500, and important aid to a 
large amount in board and clothing, tut- 
tion, and classical books, making a total 
in cash, of $76,000. This Socicty has 
now a permanent fund of $21,800, and 
has afforded assistance, since its organi- 
zation, to three hundred and fifty-four 
young men. ‘ Great effects result from 
little causes.’ ” 


Several objections to the American 
Education Society which have bee 
made, and which are supposed still to 
exist in the minds of many well dispos- 
ed persons, are stated with pious can- 
dour, and answered with convincing 
force. 

As, for example— 


“It is an objection sometimes made, 
that beneficiaries are improvident, and 
will not do what they can to assist them- 
selves. Much has been done the last 
year to remove any apparent ground for 
this objection. In Williams, Amherst, 
Yale, and some other colleges, the stu- 
dents cultivate missionary fields. Gen- 
erally, they cut their own wood. Ejigh- 
teen beneficiaries at one of our most re- 
spectable literary institutions, during 
one quarter of the last year, earned by 
their own personal exertions, one-fourth 
of their support ; and ninety-five, in dif- 
ferent academies and colleges, during 
another quarter, earned $2,100. And 
there is reason to believe that the great 
majority of the Society’s beneficiaries, 
are prudent and industrious,” 

Of the talents and piety and progress 
of the beneficiaries, the most honoura- 
ble testimony is supplied. 


From Bowdoin College.—* The in- 
fluence of the pious students is felt 
by the whole college. We know not 
what would be the state of things, 


if this influence was suspended.— 
But recollecting the state of things 
when 2 solitary mdividual broke the 


deep silence with his prayers, we have 








Society received into its treastiry $5000, 


reason to think, it would he ver 
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great. Some of the pious students are 
most distinguished as scholars.” 

From Williams College.—* The rank 
of the religious students, as a body, is 
above mediocrity, and many, as you 
know, rank high. Their influence is 
salutary.” 

“The general character of charity 
students is such as every good man will 
approve. They are diligent, studious, 
humble and prayerful, and a blessing to 
(hose around them.” 

From Union College.—“ The benefi- 
ciaries of the American Education So- 
ciety here are young men of promise, 
who feel the obligations that beneficence 
has laid them under, and who will I trust 
make to their patrons the best of all re- 
quitals, that of doing good in the world.” 

From Hamilton College.—“ The ta- 
jents and scholarship of this class of 
young men are highly respectable, and 
their influence is salutary, and by no 
means inconsideraple.” 

From Middlebury College.—*“ Their 
influence is very salutary to the moral 
and religious interests of the College. 
Some of them rank among the very first 
scholars; and, as a body, they would not 
suffer by comparison with their fellow 
students.” 

From Dartmouth College.—*“ The 
gencral influence of our pious students, 
on ‘he habits of the college, no one can 
duly estimate, who has not been con- 
nected with college, when such students 
were few, and also when they were nu- 


| 





merous. In every view, I regard their 
influence, as decidedly and materially | 
salutary. ‘There is not the least doubt | 
that the weight of talents and influence | 
is in favour of the pious students.” | 


The Report closes with the following | 
puagent and animating ideas. 


to all nations, yet we are confident, that 
by every picus youth we educate, and 
by every encouragement we give to god- 
ly young men in the humble walks of 
life, to prepare themselves to preach 
Christ and him crucified, we are aiming 
_a blow at the kingdom of darkness and 
| death, that will be felt to its very centre; 
| these are the weapons that are “ mighty 
through God to the pulling down of 
strong holds,’”—weapons that no force 

can repel, and no art turn aside from 
| their course. 

By all that is precious in the blood of 
Jesus—by all that is glorious, in the do- 
minion promised him, in the covenant of 
redemption—by all that is valuable in the 
happiness of countless millions of immor- 
tals yet unborn—and by all that is dread- 
ful in the thought that the blood of souls 
may be found in our skirts,—let us 
awake, brethren, to new effort; and 
while our hearts are raised to heaven to 
implore a blessing, on what we have 
done, and are now doing, let all our ac» 
tive powers be employed more vigo- 
rously than ever to make the great sal- 
vation known to the ends of the earth. 
“He that believeth shall be saved; he 
that believeth not shall be damned.”— 
But, “ how shall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? And how 
shall they hear without a preacher ?—~ 
And how shall they preach, except they 
be sent? As it is written, how beauti- 
ful are the feet of them that preach the 
gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings 
of good things,” 








WartriEtp used to say, that “ hills 
were the best pulpits; and skies, the 
best sounding hoards.” 





“On the whole, the review of the | 
vear fir nishes abundant motives to cou- | | 


rage vid perseverance, 


pursue is full of grandeur. The enlarge- + 


ment of the church, till the whole world |! 
shall be brought within its enclosures, 

1s the point to which all our efforts are || 
directed. How frequently soever we |! 
may proclaim the deficient numbers of || 
faithful ministers; how loudly soever | 
we may call on the churches for the ex- | 
ertions requisite to supply these defi- |} 
ciencies; and however closely we may 
confine our attention to this single sub- 
ject, while others are giving wings to | 
the messengers of salvation, or openin | 
the exhaustless treasures of God’s w ‘ord | 








WueEx, on one occasion, Whitfield in 


a sublime apostrophe entreated Ggbrie], 


The object we || with uplifted eyes and hands, not to leave 


| the spot to make his report, ’till one 


|| sinney, at least, was converted, the arch- 


| sceptic, Hume, pronounced it the finest 








burst of oratory he had eyer witnessed. 





Tne first scrious impressions produc- 
ed on the mind of the celebrated Coun- 
tess of Huntington, appear to have been 
occasioned by a frank declaration to the 
young Countess, of her relative, Lady 
| Margare: : Hastings, “that since she had 
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known and believed in the Lord Jesus || 
Christ for salvation, she had been as hap- | 
py as an angel.” To the mind of Selina 
this word in season came with force. 
When attacked shortly after with a dan- 
gerous illness, she entreated of the Lord 
that she might become partaker of Mar- 
garet’s joy. Her request was granted; 
when she solemnly surrendered herself 
to her Redeemed, and began revolving 
the means of extending the knowledge 
of his salvation. 





Wituram Huntrxetox, S. S. in the 
carly part of his singular ministry, in- 
veighed much against ministers riding 
to worship, or, as he expressed himself, 
“ rolling their fat carcasses about in cha- 
riots.’ When advanced in life he had 
a vehicle of his own. He now showed 
his people that he had apostolic license 
for this indulgence, by quoting Acts 
xxi. 15. “ And after those days we took 
up our carriages, and went up to Jeru- 
salem.” 





ANECDOTES. 


Rey. Roper Strorry, a native of Mid- 
dlesex, in Yorkshire, England, was a 
distinguished preacher of the gospel in 
the Episcopal church, and among the 
number of those who are frequently de- 
nominated enlightened clergymen.” 
A gay young minister, who had lately 
come into the neighbourhood of Col- 
chester, Mr. Storry’s residence, meeting 
him at a friend’s house, requested the 
toan of a discourse, complaining of the 
task of composing a sermon every week. 
The good natured divine acceding with 
modesty to the request, found among 
his papers a manuscript of many years 
standing, and obliged his new acquaint- 
ance, who preached it on the following 





Sunday. The next morning he was 
waited on by a poor couple in his parish, | 
who had been so deeply affected by the | 





truths which they had heard, that they | 


had passed in tears a wakeffel night, and ! hoor 


now implored him to explain more fully 
some passages which they repeated.— 
Confounded and amazed, he neither re- 
membered those passages himself, nor 
was able te afford the required explana- 
tion. He endeavourcd, however, to 
soothe them, and declared that he had 
no intention to render them unhappy. 
But finding that all his tranquillizing en- 
deavours were ineffectual, he frankly ad- 
dressed the wondering couple :—* My 
good friends, the next time you go to 
Colchester, call on Mr. Storry, with my 
compliments, and ask him what I meant 
when I used that language.” 





Tae Rev. Mr. De Courcy was vicar of 
St. Alkmond, in the large and populous 
town of Shrewsbury. His constant 
theme was “Christ crucified.” It seem- 
ed to have been his great aim by pathet- 
ically describing our Lord’s death and 
passion to lead men to an affectionate 
consideration of the love of the Redeem- 
er to his chosen people. 
not in vain inthe Lord. Many believed 
to the saving of the soul. But his lan- 
guage was sometimes too elegant and 
refined for the vulgar and uneducated. 
Going to preach, one day, at Hawkstone, 
Sir Richard Hill entreated him to lower 
his standard of diction. The preacher 
promised to comply. In the course of 
his sermon, having observed that “ the 
grave was a repository for the bodies of 
the deceased,” the baronet told him af- 
terwards, that his metaphor was aboye 
common apprehension; and when the 
good vicar doubted the justice of the 
charge, Sir Richard, with his usual viva- 
city, convinced him of the truth of the 
assertion, by asking his own groom, “ if 
he knew what Mr. De Courcy meant 
by repository?” Yes, sir,” said the 
man, “he meant the place where they 
sell horses!!” The familiarity ofthe an 
ecdote need not neutralize its reproof of 
undue elevation of style, in dispensing 


that gospel which preached to “fh; 


His labour was 
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DESTRUCTI9N OF SENNACHERID’S ARMY. | 
By Lord Byron. | 


The Assyrian came down like a wolf on the fold, 
And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold, 
‘The sheen of his spears was like stars on the sea, 
When the blue wave rolls nightly o’er deep Ga- 

lilee. 


Like the leaves of the forest when summer is 
green, 
That host with their banners at sunset was seen ; 
Like the leaves of the forest when autumn hath 
blown, 
That host on the morrow lay withered and strown. 


For the Angel of death spread his wings on the 
blast, 
And breathed in the face of the foe as he pass’d 5 
‘Lhe eyes of the sleepers grew deadly and chill, 
‘Pheir hearts heaved but once, and for ever grew still. 


And there lay the steed with his nostril all wide, 
And through it there roll’d not the breath of his 
pride ; 
The foam of bis gasping lay white on the turf, 
And cold as the spray of the rock-beaten surf. 


And there lay the rider distorted and pale, 
The dew on his brow and the rust on ttis mail: 
The tents were all silent, the banners alone, 
‘Lhe lances unlifted, the trumpet unblown. 


And the widows of Ashur are loud in their wail, 
And the idols are broke in the temples of Baal ; 
And the might of the Gentile , unsmote by the sword, 
Math melted like snow in the glance ofthe Lord. 





RELIGION. 


Through shades and solitudes profound, 
The fainting traveller winds his way , 

Bewildering meteors glare around, 
And tempt his wandering feet astray. 


rhus mortais, blind and weak, below, 
Pursue the phantom, Bliss, in vain ; 
Fhe world’s a wilderness of wo, 
And life’s a pilgrimage of pain. 


*Till mild Rehgion, from above, 
Descends a sweet engaging form, 

‘Phe messenger of heavenly love, 
‘The bow of promise in a storm. 


‘Then guilty passions wing their flight, 
Sorrow, remorse, affliction cease ; 
Religion’s yoke is soft and light, 
And all her paths are paths of peace. 





Ambition, pride, revenge depart, 





Ard fully flies her chast’ning rod ; 


F ss 
we 
sy; 
A 
; 
She makes the humble contrite hearts 
A temple of the living God. 5; 
: a 
Beyond the narrow vale of time, a8 


Where bright celestial ages ro}], 
To seenes eternal, scenes sublime, _ 
She points the way, and leads the soul. 


At her approach, the grave appears 
The gates of paradise restored ; 

Her voiee the watching cherub hears, 
And drops the double flaming swort. 


Baptized with the renewing fire, 
May we a crown of glory gain ; 
Rise when the host of heaven expire, 
And reign with God, for ever reign. 


HYMN. 
Christian, convey the blessings round, ,; 
Which God has multiplied to thee ; 
Send to the earth’s remotest bound 
The precious balm of Calvary ! 


How shall his banish‘d ones believe 
On Him of whom they never heard ; 
Or how the truth of God receive, 
Untii they hear his written word ? 





How shall their gloomy veil be rent, 

Till preachers point to Jesus’ blood ? 

How shall they preach unless they’re s€nt, 
And arm’d with power by Israels God ? 


Look to the fields already white ! 

The harvest scene will surely come, 
When we shall welcome with delight, 
Full sheaves of human converts home. 


The swarthy nations here unknown, 
Shall the white robes of glory wear. 

And join our songs around the throne 
To Him who lov’d and brought us ther¢. 


Dr. Faust, when consulted by one of h.: 
students upon the proper method of acquir- es 
ing the art of persuasion, replied— | 
Persuasion, friend, comes not by.toil or art ; ‘ 
Hard study never made the matter clearer : 
’Tis the live fountain in the spceaker’s heart, 
Sends forth the streams that meit the ravish’d hearer. 
Then work away for life—heap book on book—- 
Line upon line, and precept on example ; 
The stupid multitude may gape and iook, 
And fools may think your stock of wisdom ample : 
But, would you touch the heart, the only method 

known, | 

ifr worthy friend, is first tohave oné of yomr own- 


